
A girl-centered perspective on children's living 
spaces in temporary shelters in 

 

Executive Summary 
In cooperation with the Ministry of Family and Social Services, Suna’s Daughters team established 

these sites where the Children’s Hubs were established to evaluate these container cities – which 
were designed as longer-term living spaces compared to tent cities – from a girl-centered design 

What is girl-centered design? 

programs and activities can be developed for and with girls on the basis of child safety and child 

The full report is available in Turkish at LINK

https://sunaninkizlari.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/SK_DEPREM_RAPORU_2024_AGUSTOS.pdf


In our interviews with children, we found out that the Hubs contribute to life in container cities and that 

 

• Moving freely and safely in container cities and spending time with their friends has a positive impact on 
the physical and emotional state of the children. Spending time in open spaces, in nature and in the 
shade, playing games, socializing with peers, and being in a "quiet and calm environment" are amongst 
common demands of the children.

•
screening form stated that they had been going to school before the earthquake, as of the beginning of 
June, only 10% of the children stated that they had been going to school when schools were open after the 

to school. 

• Household chores take up a large part of girls' daily routine. Responsibilities such as cleaning the 
container houses, keeping siblings and nieces and nephews busy, taking them to the park, and making 
them study have fallen to the majority of girls. 

• Children have accepted the idea that they will live in temporary spaces for at least one more year. Children 
have adapted to the conditions in container cities, but the need to create safe spaces where they have 
access to the kind of services in line with their needs continues. 

•
occurrence of any crisis/accident may require the arrangements in container cities to be revised and 
improved. In this process, it is critical to follow a process that is sensitive to the needs of children and 
takes into account their participation. 

• Uninterrupted access to education is crucial to reduce the burden of care that is clearly evident for girls, 
and to support all children's adaptation to a new life and their academic and social development.

• Outdoor spaces are an important part of children's daily lives in container cities. Diversifying these areas 

approach  is a must for ensuring that girls use these areas.

• Despite all the challenging conditions, neighborhood relations are established between household units 
and children develop friendships in temporary shelters. In the container cities, practices such as 

practice.


